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CONNECTIONS

   Florida's “warmer-than-most winters” and wet summers promote vigorous tree
growth, but trees and power lines can be a hazardous mix. Accidental contact
with power lines often occurs during tree trimming, when trees fall onto power
lines, or when children play in trees.
Precautions:

Look up for wires before working.  
Hire a qualified arborist for tree pruning.
Warn children not to play in trees or with toys near power lines. Tree limbs
can conduct electricity, causing serious injury.
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  Outdoor electrical hazards mainly come from accidental contact with
overhead power lines. To stay safe, always be aware of their location
and understand how your actions can create a pathway for electricity.
Assume all power lines are energized.

Tree Hazards

Dangers Away From the Home
Kites and power lines are dangerous. Warn children not to climb
poles or trees near the lines. To report a down power line call WREC
at 352-567-5133 and 911.
Metal ladders and antennas conduct electricity. Keep them at least
20 feet away from overhead lines.
Downed power lines can be hazardous even without sparking. Call
911 and WREC and stay at least 50 feet away.

If a power line falls on your car:
Stay inside until help arrives and the power is turned off.
Drive away from the hazard if possible.
If the car can't be moved and there's no immediate danger, stay put.
Don't exit the vehicle while touching the ground and the car simultaneously.
If you must exit due to fire, jump clear with both feet together, then shuffle
with feet together or hop at least 50 feet away from the vehicle and power
line.

Other Safety Tips

Overhead Dangers
   Always look up to avoid electrical hazards and keep a safe distance from
overhead power lines. Here are a few typical situations to keep in mind for your
safety:

Dangers Near the Home
Call 811 before digging to locate any underground utilities.
Avoid opening underground transformer cabinets or entering substations.
Keep metal objects at least 20 feet away from power lines; electricity can "jump" to conductors like ladders.
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